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Coverletter  for Group 11/09/09

        So here it is a year later and I have a whole entire 30 more tunes tabbed out. Things are not going so well in tabbing land, but I’m hoping to solve the major problem over the winter. I plan on replacing this old 17 inch monitor with something at least 22 inches (since new monitors are no longer measured in the same way this one is,  I’m not even sure that 22 will come out much larger. Long monitors are tricky. My wife’s 20 inch flat monitor actually has smaller type than this monitor and I have to enlarge Everything to see Anything. Unfortunately some parts of Tabledit simply don’t enlarge – like the “Notes” - text about playing the tabs, which I can’t even read on my portable computer. With this monitor I have to be within a few inches of the screen and my wife thinks I’m burning out my eyes (actually eye) trying to read it. I also can’t enlarge the measures on screen very much or I can no longer see the sweep and shape of a tune. Think of trying to write sentences where you can only see the one word you are currently typing. So I hope to get a new monitor by spring and go into overdrive on the tabbing. Over the winter I will do a few moor RSB chapters since I can make Pages and/or WORD pretty large on any monitor
    I also made promises to do people’s requests and while this batch is about 75% requests I know that some of the requests were lost without being done – a few others are in limbo because of one confusion or another. I also lost most of the request emails and only a few completed requests have actually gone to those who asked for them before now.  Again, my full apologies and I’m making a resolution to separate out requests from the general run of my emails so I won’t have to search for them any more. If you had a request that was not included in this batch please give me another chance. It will be a while before I can fill it but I will do it once I have a large monitor. Just send it to my email:
oldwoodchuckb@yahoo.com
and it will go into a special numbered file immediately.

     I’m also happy to take new requests, so long as you are willing to wait a while. And I’m interested in hearing about  “general” requests. If you know of or play a tune that you think should be part of this project send me the tune title  and perhaps some reference to a recording – the name of a cd, location at Digital Library of Appalachia, or youtube, etc. Anything where I will have a audio reference to the tune. That reference would, if nothing else, clear up any confusion over the actual tune.  Not only does the same tune have different Titles but different tunes have the same title.
     I’m trying an experiment with this set. Besides the 1 - 6 rating system I have added a “+” to some of the tabs. This means that while most of the tune is of the given difficulty (say 3) this tune in question has a single technique that is considerably harder than the tune in general. Let me know what you think of this feature. If you folks don’t like it – it will be gone. If you do I will extend it to the entire series. 

    Because some people have complained that there are not any explanations for using TEFView, the free viewer you need to read  and print these tabs, I am now trying to include more instructions for using the viewer in the notes of each tab. At some time soon however, I plan to do an RSB chapter on using TEFViewer for my instructional tabs. So expect the next batch of tabs to simply refer everything to the new RSB chapter.

    As usual I will be including a file of the tunes in a Microsoft compatible spreadsheet format.

And this batch will also be going up in a couple formats on my Google Group as soon as I figure out how to use my Google group. It is called Rocket Science banjo and as of right now has a few sound files, that I put up more than a year ago. I don’t know how that worked and will have to reread the instructions real carefully as it doesn’t seem to be happening now. I would like the Google group to hold RSB chapters until they can go into the PDF files on my website and to keep the Big Tab Bonanza title list up to date.
Tony “the woodchuck” Spadaro

oldwoodchuckb@yahoo.com
